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UM SENIOR TERRY ALKIRE
STUDIES BASQUE NATIONALISM
by Gary Parks
UM Information Services
MISSOULA-The work load for University of Montana senior Terry Alkire, son of Mrs. Ace
Barton, Riggins, Idaho, included a little "extra" this academic year.

Alkire, a

graduate of Libby High School, is a Watkins Scholarship winner at UM, and as such
is completing the 50-100 page senior research thesis which is a major requirement
of the Watkins Scholars.
The Watkins Scholarship, originally established in 1971 by a $353,000 bequest
from Gordon S. and Anna Davis Watkins, is presently a part of the University's
Experimental Honors Program.

Now in its second year, the program is designed to

offer academically talented students the best possible educational experience at
the University.

This academic year 25 seniors were awarded Watkins Scholarships

worth $750 each.
To qualify for the scholarship Alkire, a Spanish major, was nominated last
spring by the Department of Foreign Languages and Literatures.

He submitted a

three-page proposal for his senior research thesis last April.

Alkire and the

other Watkins Scholars were picked on the basis of prior grades, faculty recommendations
and the thesis proposal.
Alkire became interested in his research topic, "Basque Nationalism," after
spending spring quarter 1979 in Salamanca, Spain, as part of a program of foreign
study offered at UM.

While in Spain he became aware of a very important political

issue in that country, the nationalist movement in Pais Vasco (Basque Country), a
region in northeastern Spain.
(over)

UM SENIOR TERRY ALKIRE--add one
The Basque people have historically maintained a strong regional identity
and culture and have repeatedly tried to achieve regional autonomy through
political reform and other means.

In his theiss proposal Alkire states that in

this region occur "more general strikes, demonstrations, and armed conflicts than
in the whole of Europe with the exception perhaps of Northern Ireland."
Alkire has returned to Salamanca this spring, where he will finish his thesis
paper.

Through direct contact with the culture and the people of the area, the

senior will trace the origin, accomplishments, future goals, and extent of the
Basque nationalistic movement.
Alkire also plans to look at some of the influences behind the fierce
independence of the Basque people, such as "their strong adherence to tradition
and to the Catholic faith," as well as the influence of the regional language,
known to the Basque people as Euskara.

He will examine the strength and development

of the Basque nationalist group, the ETA (Eusdaki Ta Askatasuna).
Alkire's project will be completed this spring and become a part of a
permanent collection of senior research papers kept on file in the College of Arts
and Sciences at UM.
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